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Wanna Edit a Magazine?

This was a difficult editorial to write
(apart from the fact that we hardly ever
have editorials). This will be the last
issue ofNonviolence Todayrom this
editorial collective. There, I've said it.

You have probably noticed that issues of

NvT have been getting further apart of

late. We don’t want the magazine to just

fizzle out. “What's the problem?”, | hear

you ask. Well there are a number, but wence joked thatwe’d publish an article byAt the 1984 national gathering (whig

think a major one is that we, the editorsthe gun lobby if it was about their use ofwas held in February 1985!) no one w
no longer have the right contacts. Manynonviolent action. forthcoming in offering to take ove
of our friends who used to feed us reports Groundswell and the Brishane collecti

of actions have grown up and decided t&o, with great difficulty, we have come agreed to produce it for another ye
have children or join monasteries, orto the conclusion that we are like parentdVith#15in August 1985, Janelle Brigg
have otherwise withdrawn from the frontwho are too poor to feed their child, andDavid Keenan and Damian Ritch
lines. Heckwe'vedone it ourselves (well must give it up for adoption. And hey, joined, John, Jan and Jerry. Eventug
two out of three of us). Of course we areafter 15 years maybe we deserve a resthe collective was reduced to Jane
very grateful to our regular contributors David, Jan and Jerry with Damien a
(you know who you are) and the newA little history. The firstissue dflonvi-  several others helping with collating a
contributors who have found us fromolence Todayas published, under the mailouts from time to time (thank yo
time to time. But as someone complainediameGroundswellin October 1982, by all).
recently (in a good-natured way) we'vea group of people in Melbourne, Judy
started to look like a reprint of PeaceBaker, Kathy Brouillette, Adrian Donk- In March 1988 what would otherwis
News. The proportion of original Aus- ers, Michael Lockwood and Patrick Nu- have beeroundswel#30 was rename
tralian content has seriously dwindledzum. Neil Huybregts joined the collec- Nonviolence Today1 with the hope o
and while much nonviolent action is still tive with issue #3. The idea for a maga-attracting a wider audience. Today
happening around Australia, we seem t@ine/newsletter for the Australian nonvi- have subscribers in 13 countries, but g
receive very little about it. olence network came out of a nationawe only have 100 subscribers in all.
gathering of nonviolent activists held in
Talking about regular contributors who Canberra in August 1982. At that timeJerry continued until April 1994 (Nv]
we haven't heard from in a long time; if the Tasmanian Wilderness Society had37) after which the collective attaing
you are interested to know what Roberjust publicly announced its intention toits present form, with just Jan, Jane
Burrowes and Anita McKone are up to,nonviolently blockade the constructionand David.
see http://ug.net.au/~zzdkeena/anitarobef the Gordon-below-Franklin dam. 2,600
ert/. volunteers and 1,300 arrests later, th&o, we are hoping that some group v
dam was stopped in July 1983. Hoorahtome forward to continue publishing th

Our own website at http://ug.net.au/~zzd- wonderful magazine. The main require-

keena/NvT/ now has a local search. Youlhe intention was for the publication of ment apart from contacts, time and ¢
can perform full-text searches of issueghe magazine to be passed to a differerthusiasm, is a computer. We will give t
back toNvT #15, July 1990 (when we group each year, at the national gathemew editors every assistance possiblg
started keeping electronic copies). ing. Darryl Bellingham broughtitto Bris- no one is forthcoming by the end of t
bane for 1984 where he, John Murrayupcoming ANN Gathering we will give
Much nonviolence idea-traffic now goesDianne McManus and Gordon McAI- pro-rata refund to any subscriber w
on the internet (which is not a bad thing) lister put out #6. Jan McNicol, Jerry asks foritand donate the remaining fur
and Friends of the Earth and others ar&mith and Elizabeth Borland joined with to a charity of our choice. Thankfully th
doing a fabulous job with their own news-#7 and Gary Renwick with #10. Variousmagazine’s problems do not include
letters and journals. But we are sure tha@f the people mentioned above, werenancial ones.
there is still a place for a bimonthly (orinvolved in producing various issues,
quarterly) Australian magazine (paper owith John Murray being the prime moverWe hope to hear from you soon.

electronic) that reports on and examinesintil #17. David Keenan,
nonviolent actions and theory without for theNvT editorial collective.
being tied to any particular issue. We NvT
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Nonviolence Gathering In
Brisbane, 21-25 April 2000

Special Focus:

Limiting uranium mining and the nucle-
ar industry in Australia. What's the best
contribution ANN can make?

Ongoing Focus:
Building relationships and networks be-
tween nonviolent activists + a social timeBrisbane has a specific and useful historyther Issues
of involvement in anti-uranium and anti- Welcome to Countryfrom traditional
Preliminary Ideas nuclear activities from the late 1950s onowners.
Margaret Pestorius, Louise FinneganThere was a vibrant and popular moveproached for advice/assistance. (wen
James Langley and Bryan Law had talksnent in the late 70s, with over 400 arrestto include appropriate recognition of i
over Easter last year about how theyed at King George Square on Worlddigenous interests and perspectivesir
would really like to see a national nonvi- Anti-Uranium Day 1977. Yellowcake our sessions)
olence gathering in 2000. This proposalvas especially exported through Bris-
arises from them, and is available forbane by the Bjelke-Petersen governmeriReconciliation lots of nonviolence ac
change/refinement/additional contribu-because it was then too hard to do inivists have been active in this area o
tions. The thinking so far is: Sydney or Melbourne. past few years, perhaps a session
include in story-telling sessions
Venue Like so many instances in Queensland
Brisbane is a city which has a long tradi-activists at this time were forced to de-Community Safetyt'Chang has been
tion of nonviolent social and political fend even the most basic civil liberties ofoutstanding initiative coming from Vic
organisation. There are a number olssociation, speech and dissent. Thwria. Anthony Kelly to be approached
groups/activists which can assist in withanti-nuclear movement continued in Bris-run a session on this
a nonviolence gathering, and sufficientbane with a peace and environment fleet
activists to form a core of attendees. Weluring the 1980s, and is still active today,Time-tabling
felt that venues, panel speakers, and supoticeable mainly through the JabilukaAt present the suggestion is for two 'bu
port from institutions would be available campaign. ness' sessions a day in the morning
to facilitate a successful nonviolence afternoon over three days, with evenin
gathering. We felt we could merge both the venueavailable for organised or other soc
and the special focus theme by settingictivities including one grand inform
At the same time Brisbane is on theaside a morning session where ‘historidinner in the vegan/vegetarian mann
central east coast of Australia and can beal' activists could present the story of
accessed withouttoo much difficulty from nuclear protestin Brisbane from the 1960$ne session will need to be welcomir,
other cities and states. Special attentioon. We're proposing to approach Drewhousekeeping/getting to know each o
will need to be paid to supporting activ-Hutton to help us contact and organise &' (Saturday morning?). Ifthree sessi
ists from WA and SA. Activists fromNT good selection of activists for this ses-are taken up for anti-nuclear (all Sund
will gain some advantage over previoussion. & Monday morning?) that leaves tw
venues. business sessions available for comn
The afternoon of that day could be usedhity safety and reconciliation (Saturd
Anti-Nuclear for reports from other parts of the countryafternoon and Monday afternoon). S
All of us felt that with Jabiluka coming (and perhaps an international speakery-telling Saturday night? Dinner Su
onstream, and the US Pangea corporaibout what's happening now in the antiday night? Suggestions please.
tion singling Australia out as as the prenuclear movement with a focus on key
ferred nuclear dump for the world fi aneeds and projects. Local contacts to make & look for he
nonviolence gathering could play a use- from: Manon & Jason Ph 3844 228
ful partin the national anti-nuclear move-After these information sessions, andJames & Louise Ph 3217 2005.
ment. some time for thinking/feeling, we could Bryan Law
hold a session in which activists could NvT
suggest/discuss/plan a useful contribu-
tion by ANN to the national movement.

Bobby Anderson to be ap-
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Violent Pro-logging Mob Riot
at Goolengook Bush Camp

Monday, 21 February 2000, 2:00

Two indigenous Aboriginal elders and
forty supporters, largely activists involved
with the campaign to save East Gipps-
land’s rare old growth forests, arrived in
a working coupe. The elders were there
to present loggers or DNRE officials
with notice that those working in the
coupe were breaking international crim-
inal law by clear felling ancient forests.

When the protesters arrived, the three
forestry workers tried to drive off, with
people on their car. Action escalated and
blows were exchanged. An hour or two
later, attending DNRE officials were and climb fifty meter trees, and could9:30 pm
served with eviction notices and geno-certainly be described as at least reasor tip rings GECO to say approximately
cide charges by the elders present. Lateably courageous. ten utes, with people hanging off the
that day the chief forester for the Orbost back, were hooning towards the camp
region Gary Featherston, rang GECO, aithe elders involved in Monday morn- from Orbost. Someone rings the cops
activist centre in the nearby town ofing’s serving of criminal genocide notic- from GECO.
Goongerabh, in a panic. He mentioned thes have spoken out in support of the
notices served earlier that day had beeactivists who were involved in the inci- 10:30 pm
passed along to him. Speculation is thatlent, denounced the industry tactics asour women and five men leave from
by this time Orbost was firing up to riot part of a 200 year campaign of terrorism GECO for camp in a Land Rover belong-
in the bush. Rumours began to reacland are meeting with Regional Chiefing to an independent journalist, who
Goongerah that afternoon. Forester Gary Featherston Friday afterwas driving.

noon.
What follows is the most comprehensive 11:30 pm
eyewitness account we've managed td@he camp at Goolengook is being rebuiltThe first ute arrives at Goolengook base
put together thus far as to what happeneand reoccupied, with support and donacamp, checks out camp for a minute and
after that. Times are reasonably accuratéions coming in from environmental cen-speeds off again.
but should be taken as estimates. Thges across the country. Metropolitan
police are outraged, and the victims in-environment groups are meeting with11:35 ish
volved are cooperating with the CIB. Weministers and government agencies look/An Orbost Sergeant rings GECO, on the
have been informed that they are lookingng for positive ways to stem the risingoad and bound for Goolengook.
for thirty to forty men and boys, expect totide of violence in the bush throughout
identify most of them, and expect someAustralia. 11:50 pm
of them to be serving in prison after a Jinker, a dog at camp, heard the loggers

lengthy court process. Everyone involved in the incident is suf- Sn€aking up on the camp and alerted the
fering high degrees of post traumatictwo in the kitchen. One grabbed the axe
The charges have been raised from “Afstress. Wounds are healing slowly an@nd both ran down a nearby road. Some
fray,” which means “violence to causehelp is appreciated. ofthe mob gave chase butlosttheminthe
fear in the people,” to “Riot,” which b_ushes. The mob trashed the camp. The
involves three or more persons actingcomposite Eyewitness Account Sum- ISt structure they encountered was the
with common purpose, using force tomary (times are approximate) kitchen tarp. Most equipment was
stop opposition, and alarm reasonablyon the night of Monday, the 21st of Smashed and axes were used to destroy
courageous people. As you will read inFebruary, 2000, there were four people dhe pots, camp ovens etc. Sinks, bumers,
the account below, the forty men made 4he base camp on Goolengook road. ngenchgs, gas bottles etc., all were _hu_rled
concerted effort to bash their opponentgvere asleep in personal camps aWﬁyffO'ﬂown into a deep gully. The remaining
and scare the crap out of people who havéie main camp, and two were sittingthree ;tructures were reduced to a pl!e of
been known to jump all over bulldozersaround the fire at the communal kitchenWet, dirty and mostly destroyed remains.
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Our radio and solar panel communicautes leaving. The journalist decides thafThe occupants of the vehicle were then
tions, our personal bedding and gearhe can't see the plates properly unless hi@rcibly marched from the Rover. They

tools, tarps, tents, a Holden car, pushfilms from outside of the car. He stops thewere marched to the ditch and told to
bikes, library and maps, a motorbike etcLand Rover on Goolengook road at Mon-kneel with their heads down whilst the

were sledgehammered, slashed, anster Valley, about five kilometres southmob walked up and down the road hitting
thrown into the gully. An estimated of the camp, and gets out. The rest of thand spitting on everyone. Meghan is
$30,000 worth of damages was sustainedites stack up on the road, and everyone iicked in the solar plexus, women and
A private camp was found across theghem jumps out and approach angrilymen were sexually threatened. Ted was
Goolengook River from base camp, andrhe journalist gets hit on the back of thepunched, Kate is hit in the head and

trashed. neck and loses his glasses as the mqgtushed into the gutter. Justin was kicked

starts to chase him and his camera. Audim the guts. Then they said to Star “Look
11:55 pm footage but only a short image survivesat the poofter. | bet he takes it up the
The Land Rover receives a call from arse”. There was constant verbal and

GECO that the cops are on their way One woman climbs out the back and ighysical abuse and told if they weren't
immediately punched in the side of theout in twelve to forty-eight hours they’d
12:10 am 22.2.00 head and falls to the ground. Then shée dead and to “tell all your friends not to
After atwenty minute search of the bushescapes around the vehicle and into theome back here, or we'll do you like we
the mob find a Canadian tourists’ campplackberries, falling down into Monster gotyour mate up there.” They pushed the
up the hill. gully. The mob, beer cansin hand, circlesar on its side and said “It's only the
the car and starts to smash the headlightseginning. Do you understand?” They
They slashthrough his tentwall by swing-etc. with wooden stakes, metal polesthen told us to keep our heads down. The
ing weapons and pull him out by his hair,picks, mattocks, pitch fork, etc.; physi- loggers rounded up to the call of “logger
shaking him like a rag doll, kicking and cally assault everyone, and make verbaboys” . Another vehicle arrives and
beating him, dragging him to the roadthreats. though they thought it might be the cops
about fifteen metres away. There they it is their last vehicle and shortly later
beat the shit out of him with a variety of They proceed to smash in the Land Rovthey all leave. Two people bolt down the
weapons-metal rods, thick sticks, etCer's windows. A man climbs out the road towards camp, shortly followed by
They demand answers and insult him bufyindow to rescue the woman out therea third. Everyone else gathers to recuper-
cool offabitwhen he yells atthemthat heand is punched to the ground and kickedate, do first aid on the man who was
is a Canadian tourist. The tourist in-The mob open the drivers door of the carbashed in the car, and winch the Land
volved estimates that he was surroundegending it backwards, and pull one wom-Rover upright.
by twenty_five men and more aroundan out. She is surrounded, abused, and hit
them, none of whom he can identify. Heyntil she makes her way back into the cal.2:50 am
is chased back toward his tent and beatgfhere one of her friends is calling her.A Senior Constable of D24 called GECO
a bit more, then speeds into the old clearhe mob threw punches through the winfor names and dates of birth of people at
fell further from the road as soon asgows, jumped on the roof, threw rockscamp.
possible, and hangs out there until theymough the windows, and smashed eve-

leave. rything. They ripped the windscreen off 12:58
and threw it into the front, hitting one GECO calls cops to make sure our rescue
12:35 man on the bridge of the nose, and shatehicle is ok.

D24 (the police) called GECO to tell Usgring on his face. This same man is then

thatcamp’s been trashed. An Orbost Sethjt with a crow bar across the temple. 1:02 am

geant shows up at Goolengook with a Cops call GECO say nine cops out there
recent recruit in one vehicle. They hadanother man in the frontis being hitwith @d CIB is on the way. Asks us to tell the

passed arow of vehicles, and recorded alon pars on the head, hand, and knee&and Rover to turn back because camp is
the number plates. From further downye s seen bleeding from the mouth,NOW @ crime scene.

the road (towards camp) about fifty menforehead, and hands. The mob is rocking

(and youths) armed with sticks, crowine car and threatening to tip it in thel:30 am _
bars and the like march past their car. Thgy|iy with people in it. One man in the A Constable rings GECO to say the log-

police make a tactical decision to stay irhwobsays “give them a camera, give ther@&rs have left camp and presumably are
the car while the mob passes, abOUttwerhnything” to two people in the car, yell- headed to Orbost. Further, the cops have
ty of whom they recognise. The Sergeanan “quick quick, they’re gonna tip it.” set up road blocks to stop the utes,_pre-
is freaked out and calls Bairnsdale i”'EventuaIIy he’s handed a stills camerasumably to search them. They believe

stead of Orbost cops. from the car, which is shown to the mob,the Land Rover will be safe. We suggest
_ who seem slightly mollified despite it theY check.

A bit later _ being the totally wrong camera. The mob

About four utes going south from campqntinue smashing and rocking the car 1:56 am o

pass the Land Rover going north on Goo- Cops alerted GECO of the possibility of

lengook Road. The Land Rover films the the ute convoy coming up the main road
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towards Goongerah. They advise us t@n walking towards the camp. who was beaten in the Land Rover. He
evacuate the house. Kids, adults, and fails to receive treatment and returns|to
resources are evacuated from GECOThe other continues walking. Goongerah to stay with a local qualified
and the community ...s alerted. nurse.

3:50 am
2:00 am The local policeman and two others upiWhen the GECO truck gets there the CIB

One man who had bolted down the roadlate GECO - they have found the worsinvestigators are still at camp, collecting
(five kilometres) to the policeman’s car, victim at the Land Rover, report seriousall three totalled vehicles for fingerprint-
convinces the cops to search for the mahead wounds but won'ttell us who. Theying. Footage of the crime scene, with the

who was beaten. The victim is found neasay they are “treating him as serious, bughief investigator from the CIB, is taken.

his camp site with visible wounds. he’s sitting up talking.” Cops report elev- Five people leave camp, visiting the hg

en people, who they claim are all peoplepital in Orbost on the way to GECQ.

2:50 ish am atthe camp andthe Land Rover, accountSeven people remain at Goolengook, 1
Once the land rover is uprighted, anotheed for, give an estimate of fifty loggers, back into a smaller camp with a watd

person sets off on foot for the camp,and claimywenty have already beenidenThey have no police help, no radio, ahd

leaving five at the Rover. Two police- tified, presumably by the Orbost Policeno vehicle.

men from Bairnsdale arrive at the LandOfficers. The Canadian tourist who was

Rover, claiming that they are trying to beaten at the main camp requests that thwednesday afternoon
find the missing people. They examineambulance drivers examine him and theyFirst contact with the remaining peop

S_

all
h.

le

some injuries and call an ambulance. don’t. The victim inside the Land Rover at camp. There are eleven people there by

is taken to hospital in ambulance. now, several having returned from else-
3:00 am ' o where. The last of the injured people are
A local policeman visits GECO. He tells 8:00 am being examined by doctors and counsel-

us he will sit in his car further down the Two CIB investigators arrive at the Land|ors today in Orbost.
highway, and will alert us if the mob Rover. They tell everyone not to touch

arrives. He tells us that one camper hagdnything. 2 March.
definitely been beaten, possibly two. He Over the past week camp has been totally
further informs us that cars were trashedTuesday afternoon rebuilt and is bigger and better than ever.

drivers were hurt, that two campers werelhe cops ring GECO to say seven peopl&here is a constant presence in the forgst.

missing, a firearm had been sighted, andt camp and four at the Land Rover needthe CIB are heading the investigatiopn
that ambulance drivers were on the way lift back. and investigating charging the mob with
to camp. 'riot', a prisonable offence and a jury trial.

Five people go out to Goolengook in the
Two cops from nearby Bairnsdale arriveGECO truck. The journalist, the Canadi-The latest news is that DNRE have beg

un

at the Land Rover from the south (high-an tourist, and a young mother of two, allroading on Goolengook road, seemingly

way). of whom were involved in the incident, ignorant or exploiting a sensitive situp-

are driven back to Goongerah by theion.
3:30 ish police, who download a copy of the jour-
A policeman takes the worst victim from nalist's footage at the town hall. OneWe are desperately in need of peog

the top camp, the Canadian tourist, to thgerson then leaves GECO to take théunds, and equipment to carry on the

Land Rover, and collects one of the wom+ourist to the hospital and pick up the marcampaign to stop the logging of Ea

Gippsland’'s Old Growth forests while

dealing with the repercussions of th

le,
st

is

incident. Please come to East Gippsland,

or send your donations in a car full pf

your friends.
Contact GECO on 03 51540156

Donations in the form of gear (tarp
food, blankets, etc.) can be dropped

Friends of the Earth in Melbourne (31

Smith St, Collingwood). Ph 039419870
Car pooling is being arranged from t
forests desk at FOE.

Jeff Foy

NvT
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o
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A European Adventure In
Nonviolence

Participating in the For Mother Earth
Peacewalk from The Hague to Brussels
in May, 1999, was a challenging experi-
ence during which | was often beyond
my comfort zone. The event followed the
Hague Appeal for Peace - a huge confer-
ence of at least 8,000 participants, so the
walk, with anywhere between 260 and
500 people was a welcome relief from
huge jumbles of anxious and enthusiastic
peacemakers jockeying for position.

It was intended to form the basis of a
citizen inspection team at NATO head-
guarters, checking up on their nucleavarious countries agreed to work out twoyard, ever ready with the food for the
capabilities, but with the war in Kosovo sessions of two and a half hours each, sarrestees at all hours. All vegetarian and
raging, it also became clear that we wantthat everyone would have the opportuni-organic, with vegans catered for.
ed to bang loudly on NATO'’s door to ty of at least a five hour introduction to
urge a stop to the bombing. theory and practice of nonviolence. WhatOf course, on the day, at the gates of
a challenge that was! Lots of differentNATO confronted by a massive force of
People from thirty-five countries were models were blended, to make sessiongniforms and vehicles and horses, noth-
involved, including large groups from snappy and relevant. People were oftefing went according to our best laid plans.
Russia and Rumania, for whom translatired from walking up to thirty kilome- Butitwas crucial for the solidarity of the
tions were always required. Towards theres daily (sometimes more - ouch!), andyroup, and for our strong intention to
end of the two week walk we were joinedwe were of many ages and culturesbehave nonviolently, that we had prac-
by over 200 Indian farmers including Many of the West Europeans were anartised together - at least across the lan-
about twenty women, who were headingchists, committed to peace, but not necguage and cultural divides, we had some
for Brussels to protest against companiesssarily experienced in nonviolence. Af-common understandings of our shared
producing genetically modified food. ter the Indians joined us and suggestedims and the methods we wanted to em-
That made for an interesting overlap ofthat we all form lines and go forward for ploy.
issues as they were also opposed to lrarrest in waves, Gandhi style, there were
dia’s nuclear tests last year. mutterings that Gandhi hadn’t inventedl've never faced water cannon before. It
nonviolence. That suggestion was nowas scary. Luckily it was a hot day!
It was considered important to maintainfollowed. And the usual differences Some people including me didn’t mind
nonviolence, by whatever definition, notemerged about property damage, or nogetting wet, but our Belgian friends told
only for our goal to challenge NATO, but Go limp on arrest, or not; familiar issues.us that the first serve was not heavy
along the way, as we passed through the pressure. Nevertheless, it flattened us to
relatively supportive Netherlands coun-We experimented with lots of role playsthe ground. It was when a second water
tryside, into less welcoming Belgium, in small groups, and a huge preparatorgannon started positioning itself from
and to facilitate harmonious living with- one, including the whole camp, while theanother side, closing in on us, that | felt
in our own community. To me, the jour- police helicopters were buzzing around/eally anxious - like a trapped (and drown-
ney was as important as the destinatiorthe day before entry into Brussels. It hadng) rat! Of course, there were specially
Affinity groups were established, andbeen made quite clear via the media thagrected barbed and razor wire fences all
morning and evening circles helped in-the Mayor had made it very obvious thatound, lined with Darth Vader-like po-
formation to flow relatively smoothly, we were unwelcome in his city! Finding lice, brandishing shields and, | discov-
with excellent hand signalling being uti- ‘lodgings’ for five hundred people was ered later, with pepper spray at the ready,
lised. not easy, and was not arranged until thelus mounted militia coming from an-
day of our arrival. We were bedded downother side to squash us into a smaller and
Rest days were largely used for planningn classroom floors at a Catholic schoolsmaller area for arresting purposes. What
actions and for workshops training inwith our wonderful kitchen crew pitch- to do?
nonviolence. About twenty of us from ingtheir cooking tents on the paved court-
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Well, let's dance, was what came to mygiven the locals the impression that somé&Ve learned that the Mayor of Brussels
mind. Having done the ElIm Dance in areally dramatic catastrophe had occurrechad declared that, “There will be no mgn-
variety of situations, | know how diffi- But in such a highly militarised city, ifestations in Brussels today.” So, all
cult it is for arresting officers to do their maybe they’re used to it. suspects were rounded up. Many poljce
business while people are dancing! For- confessed that they didn't like doing |t,
tunately, my women'’s affinity group had Over the next two days, the Belgian po-but were merely following orders. Now,
practised the EIm Dance along the waylice and NATO military learned quite a where have we heard that before?
and a German woman had composetbt about nonviolence as there were over
some English words to suit our situationfour hundred administrative arrests - d.ater, | put in a formal complaint to our
She had also speeded it up somewhacheme whereby arrestees are taken infBmbassy, asking them to take the matter
from the meditative model | was used topolice custody for twelve hours, but noup with the Belgian government and with
Very quickly, more than 250 activists charges are laid. Sonorecourse to courttheir colleagues. It is worrying that in|a
had formed into two large circles to EImno satisfaction of a legal challenge. Indemocratic state that such powers are
Dance while the militia looked on, ratherfact, my second arrest was in the compaaccorded to the mayor who can give
stunned. The water cannon stopped itay of fifty others, for getting off a tram! orders to clear the streets of ‘undesira-
approach, and no one was arrested for the bles’ at whim. Obviously NATO is a
entire duration of the dance. It went onWe were heading for Honeywell on thatsacred cow in Brussels.
and on. We were hot and thirsty. But weoccasion (one of the companies which
kept dancing, until we really needed amanufactures the deadly depleted uranifhe Peacewalk was mostly very enjoya-
change for our own benefit! So weum shells, using Australian uranium, naoble, and successfulin maintaining a strang
changed to another song and spiral dancatbubt), intending to plant sunflowers -commitmentto nonviolence. For Mother
to that. symbol of disarmament - and before weEarth is an impressive group, based in

even arrived at our destination, we wereshent, Belgium which has organised
Whenthe arrests eventually commencedswooped on in a raid like something outmany walks for peace which contribute
they were relatively gentle, compared toof the movies! Surrounded in a flash!towards the creation of a culture of peage,
what the Europeans expected, and wAnother twelve hour administrative ar- although outcomes are difficult to megs-
had lots of time to dialogue with the rest. The thought police in action. ure.
arresting officers.

When a journalist asked the senior offic-Contacts:international@motherearth.org,
From the outskirts of the city into the er what we were being arrested for hishttp://www.motherearth.org/
centre, the convoy of about twenty deadreply was chilling: “This is a war zone. Jo Vallentine
ly looking vehicles with cherry lights No one interferes with NATO.” NvT
flashing and sirens blaring must have

Trident Ploughshares

Thirteen arrested as Activists Blockadepresent at the scene, explained “Onc&hese actions are the first stages of [the
Nuclear Bomb Store Early this morning, again the wrong people have been arrestwo week Trident Ploughshares sum
(13 August 1999), ten people were ared. The real criminals are the heads ofamp. Next events: Friday 13th August -
rested as they blockaded the gates afuclear states who retain their nucleaStreet action in Argyle Street Precinct
Coulport Naval Depot near Glasgow,arsenalsindefiance of international law."Glasgow, with street theatre, music and
where nuclear warheads for the British exhibition. Photo opportunity at 2 pm |n

Trident nuclear weapons system araVhile the blockaders were diverting thePrecinct opposite entrance to St. Engch
stored. The action began shortly afteipolice, another activist attempted to enCentre. Saturday 14th August - Rally|at
7:30 am, when six activists arrived at thaer the base by cutting through the fenceNorth Gate of Faslane Naval Base 10am.
gate already locked on to each other wittHe was arrested and held in custody. MSP Tommy Sheridan will join protes}-

tubes. This blocked the entrance as the ersinan hour long programme of speech-
shifts were changing. Three activists were arrested for action aés, dancing, music and street theatre.
the North Gate of Faslane Naval Base afhis will be followed at 11 am by

As four of them were arrested and moved 2:45 pm. variety of direct actions against the base.
to the side of the road, four other people Trident Ploughshares 2000,
linked up with them to show support andThose arrested came from Finland, Ger-42-46 Bethel Street, Norwich, Norfolk,
solidarity. The heavy-duty cardboardmany, Ireland, Great Britain and the NR2 1NR, UK
tubes caused the police considerable difNetherlands. Through these actions Tri- tel + 44 (0) 1603 61195
ficulty in extricating them in order to take dent Ploughshares is continuing to sup- fax + 44 (0) 1603 63317

them into custody. Tigger MacGregor ofport international law in an open and Email: tp2000@gn.apc.or
Oxford, a fellow campaigner who wasaccountable manner.
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Baltimore Plowshares
Activist Gets Jall

Who

In 1973, Philip Berrigan, Elizabeth McAl-
ister and other anti-war activists founded
Jonah House, a Christian resistance com-
munity. Over the years community mem-
bers have been involved in protests against
U.S. government policies.

Michele Naar Obed of the Jonah House

joined with three other activists, calling

themselves the Jubilee Plowshares East,

in disarming a fast-attack submarine at

Newport News [VA] Shipbuilding on

Aug. 7, 1995. Federal Judge Rebeccavhy before Judge Smith on behalf of Na

victed her of conspiracy to damage govvery militarized jurisdiction. In previous

sentenced the activist on Sept. 6, 1996 t8mith, Naar-Obed has suffered her wrathfor the Plowshares activist by canceli

prison in November 1997, Baltimore’s Obed, she placed her on three-years prawalter Sullivan of Richmond. Bisho
federal probation office would not per- bation and threatened her with a return t&ullivan testified that the Jonah Hou
mit Naar-Obed to return to the Jonahprison if she so much received a trafficwas a prayerful community and a gro
House, claiming it promoted ongoing citation. When she sent Naar-Obed to jaithat does outreach to the poor.
criminal activity. on June 22, 1999, she justified her treat-

ment of the penniless peace activist bySpeaking before her sentencing, Mich
She decided to challenge this decision bgaying she was a danger to the communNaar-Obed explained the need to ret
returning to Jonah House, and federaly, she flaunted probation and she publichome to her community the Jonah Hou
marshals arrested her on June 21, 1998 advocated civil disobedience. She wagWe choose to live in such a way th
On June 22, Judge Smith sent her to jathen held on $50,000 bail, with a host ofcalls for us to give away our possessio
to await a July 28 probation revocationconditions for release, including oneto live in community and to take care

hearing. As some fifty supporters sat inwhich would require her not to go on talkeach other.” She lived in exile for seve
court for the revocation hearing, a courtshows. teen months, before returning home wi
official announced a postponement, prob- out permission in April of 1999. She

ably an attempt to break up the supportThis time Beach’s courtroom demeanompresently being held in the Western Tid

Nevertheless, the hearing was reschedtause of Clark’s presence. While she
uled and Ramsey Clark, the former USsentenced the religious activist to a yeaMichele Naar-Obed’s husband Gr
Attorney General, represented Michelen jail, she did not order any term of Boertje-Obed and their daughter Rac
Naar Obed. He argued that the defendargrobation. This would allow the reli- are back at the Jonah House. The ¢
stayed in touch with probation officials gious activist to return to the Jonah Housenunity prays and works together, ha
and was not a fugitive. Judge Smith wasipon release. common purse, and has a long history
not swayed by the argument and sen- nonviolent civil disobedience. The cor
tenced the defendant to one year in jailn a similar situation, Susan Crane, anunity, moreover, is convinced the U,
for violating her probation. member of the Jubilee Plowshares Wesgovernment is involved in criminal a
returned to the Jonah House against thivity by disregarding international la
When & Where will of probation officials in Baltimore. in refusing to disarm its nuclear arsen
Thursday, July 29, 1999 at 10:30 amHowever, at her June 16 probationviola-  Scott and Reba Mathern-Jacobs
Federal court, Norfolk, Virginia tion hearing in Portland, Maine, Federal scottm_j@yahoo.con
Judge Gene Carter permitted her to re- NvT
turn to the Jonah House. Crane testified

Beach Smith of Norfolk, Virginia con- The judge is extremely conservative in &Obed, but her testimony was ignored .

an eighteen-month sentence and three yesterday’s hearing, some thirty-five sup-
years probation. When released fromWhen Smith originally sentenced Naar-porters were in court, including Bishap

was somewhat subdued, probably bewater Regional Jail, in Suffolk, Virginig.

ernment property on May 17, 1996 andappearances before judge Rebecca Beaflespite the attempt to diffuse the support
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The Battle in Seattle

What Was That All About?; Elaine Ber-migration brings workers from the poor-
nard, a labour and trade expert, sees thest corners of the world to every major
beginning of a global civil society. U.S. city. So Americans whose chief
contact with the problems of developing
Cambridge, Mass."In spite of what youcountries might once have been writing a
may have read or heard about the antisharitable check now have a more per-
World Trade Organisation protests lasisonal basis for activism: It is no longer
week, the people on the streets of Seattlgharity, but true solidarity.
weren't opposed to globalisation. Their
cause is an example of globalisation,The WTO is a magnet for the concerns of
with protests in solidarity with the Seat-these internationalists because, since ithe Battle in Seattle. So what did the
tle actions taking place in many citiescreation in 1995, it has been the centraprotest accomplish? First, it has put the
around the world. Theirs is just not aagency for writing and enforcing new public back into this vital public policy
version of globalisation endorsed or everglobal trading rules. These rules, basediscussion, which for too long has been
envisioned by the WTO. on the neo-liberal economic policies ofdominated by a powerful few in secret
free trade, privatisation and deregulameetings.
American media, political elites and cor-tion, are flawed: They value corporate
porations seemed startled by the emempower and commercial interests over laSecond, the protests have illuminated the
gence of this powerful worldwide move- bour and human rights, environmentaffact that there is no such thing as pure and
ment of resistance to WTO policies.  and health concerns, and diversity. Thegimple trade, especially once we start to
increase inequality and stunt democracydeal with social programs and govern-
From my perspective, it was a phenomeThe WTO version of globalisation is not ment actions deemed to be “non-tariff
non beyond resistance - it was afirst step rising tide lifting all boats, as free barriers to trade.” As the Europeans h
toward the development of an internatraders insist, but a dangerous race to theng understood, a common market must
tional civil society. bottom. have a social and political dimension|to
it.
Analysts have long measured the develFor example, the WTO says its purview
opment of a democracy by the vitality ofdoes not include social issues - onlyThird, the protests have fostered some
its autonomous civic life. That's becausetrade. So it claims to be powerless to danteresting new alliances: north and south,
democracy is more than formal rules andgnything about a repressive regime selllabour and environmentalist, Generation
the election of a government. Its life-ing the products of sweatshops that usX and old hands from the 1960s.
blood comes from the sphere of societychild labour. Yet let this regime use the
that organises itself and is not undeisame children in sweatshops to produc&here are still significant differences
control of the state. This flowering of “pirated” CDs or fake designer T-shirts, among the wide array of protesters. Some
“civil society” provides space for debate and the WTO can spring into action withbelieve the WTO should be abolished,;
for the development of public values,a series of powerful levers to protectothers simply want a seat at its table for
and is the process by which a public selfcorporate “intellectual property rights.” labour and environmental activists.
or citizenry, is created. So, it's really not a question of free tradeWorkers in industrialised countries war-
versus protectionism, but of who andry about job loss and runaway plants;
The protesters in Seattle were creatingvhat is free, and who and what is protectworkers in developing countries fear that
that space. True global citizens in theed. labour standards and environmental
making, they demand accountability, tection are simply ways to keep their
democracy, and the right of individualsThe WTO says that countries can reguproducts from getting to wealthy mapr-
to have a voice in setting the increasinglyate only “product,” not “process.” But kets.
important rules of international trade andmoving beyond the simple regulation of
commerce. end product and toward regulating howBut that's what makes the emergence of
things are made has been an importarthese international advocacy networks
The WTO meeting was merely the placeachievement of the labour, consumer ando important. They are a forum for debpt-
where these people burst onto the Amerenvironmental movements. The differ-ing, negotiating and deliberating global
ican public’s radar. Social movementsence between a shirt produced undesolidarity. They are the beginnings of an
around the world had already linked intonear-slave-like conditions and a shirt pro-emerging international civil society. And
grass-roots networks, made possible bguced by union labour under decent conas demonstrated in Seattle, they will be
the astonishing speed at which they caditions isn’t readily obvious in the pack- heard.
communicate in the Internet era. Quickaged product; we must monitor the proc- Elaine Bernard,
and relatively inexpensive internationaless by which that shirt is produced. Harvard Trade Union Progra
travel enables direct contact between even from: Washington PostSunday, December
very small and poor organisations. Im-These are the kinds of issues that inspire8, 1999. NvT
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How We Really Shut Down
the WTO

It's been two weeks now since the morn-
ing when | awoke before dawn to join the

blockade that shut down the opening
meeting of the WTO. Since getting out of

jail, I've been reading the media cover-

age and trying to make sense out of the
divergence between what | know hap-

pened and what has been reported.

For once in a political protest, when we

chanted The whole world is watching!”

we were telling the truth. I've never seen

so much media attention on a political

action. However, most of what has been

written is so inaccurate that | can’'t decide

if the reporters in question should be

charged with conspiracy or simply in-

competence. The reports have pontifi-

cated endlessly about a few broken win-

dows, and mostly ignored the Direct

Action Network, the group that success-

fully organised the nonviolent direct ac-

tion that ultimately involved thousandsand the centralised structures were fowho were prepared to face police brutal-

of people. The true story of what madeco-ordination, not control. As a result,ity and who could provide a core of

the action a success is not being told. we had great flexibility and resilience, resistance and strength. And in jail, | saw
and many people were inspired to acts ofmany situations that played out just like

The police, in defending their brutal andcourage they could never have been orthe role plays. Activists were able to

stupid mishandling of the situation, havedered to do. protect members of their group from
said they weré'not prepared for the being singled out or removed by using
violence”. In reality, they were unpre- Here are some of the key aspects of oumctics introduced in the trainings. The
pared for the nonviolence and the nummodel of organising: solidarity tactics we had prepared be-
bers and commitment of the nonviolent came a real block to the functioning of
activists - even though the blockade wadraining and Preparation: the system.

organised in open, public meetings andn the weeks and days before the block-
there was nothing secret about our stra@de, thousands of people were given nor€ommon Agreements:
egy. My suspicion is that our model ofviolence training - a three hour courseEach participant in the action was asked
organisation and decision making was séhat combined the history and philoso-to agree to the nonviolence guidelines:
foreign to their picture of what consti- phy of nonviolence with real life practice To refrain from violence, physical or
tutes leadership that they literally couldthrough role plays in staying calm inverbal; notto carry weapons, notto bring
not see what was going on in front oftense situations, using nonviolent tac-or use illegal drugs or alcohol, and not to
them. When authoritarians think abouttics, responding to brutality, and makingdestroy property. We were asked to agree
leadership, the picture in their minds is ofdecisions together. Thousands also wertdnly for the purpose of the 11/30 action -
one person, usually a guy, or a smalthrough a second-level training in jail not to sign on to any of these as a life
group standing up and telling other peoreparation, solidarity strategies and tacphilosophy, and the group acknowledged
ple what to do. Power is centralised andics and legal aspects. As well, there wer¢hat there is much diversity of opinion
requires obedience. first aid trainings, trainings in blockade around some of these guidelines.
tactics, street theatre, meeting facilita-
In contrast, our model of power wastion, and other skills. While many more Affinity Groups, Clusters and Spokes-
decentralised, and leadership was investhousands of people took partin the bIockcounciIs:' ' ' _
ed in the group as a whole. People wer@de who had not attended any of thes&he participants in the action were or-
empowered to make their own decisionstrainings, a nucleus of groups existeddanised into small groups called Affinity

]
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Groups. Each group was empowered t€onsensus decision making: our cells, to dance a spiral dance in
make its own decisions around how itThe affinity groups, clusters, spokescounholding cell, to laugh at the hundred pe
would participate in the blockade. Therecils and working groups involved with humiliations the jail inflicts, to comfor
were groups doing street theatre, otherBAN made decisions by consensus - @ach other and listen to each other
preparing to lock themselves to struc{rocess that allows every voice to beense moments, to use our time toget
tures, groups with banners and giant pupheard and that stresses respect for minote continue teaching and organising a
pets, others simply prepared to link armsty opinions. Consensus was part of thenvisioning the flourishing of this move
and nonviolently block delegates. With-nonviolence and jail trainings and wement. For me, it was one of the mg
in each group, there were generally somgnade a small attempt to also offer somerofound spiritual experiences of my lif
people prepared to risk arrest and otherspecial training in meeting facilitation.
who would be their support people injail, We did not interpret consensus to meafm writing this for two reasons. First,
as well as a first aid person. unanimity. The only mandatory agree-wantto give credittothe DAN organise|
ment was to act within the nonviolentwho did a brilliant and difficult job, whq
Affinity groups were organised into clus- guidelines. Beyond that, the DAN organ-learned and applied the lessons of the
ters. The area around the Conventiofsers set atone that valued autonomy angventy years of nonviolent direct actio
Centre was broken down into thirteenfreedom over conformity, and stressechnd who created a powerful, success
sections, and affinity groups and clusterso-ordination rather than pressure to conand life-changing action in the face
committed to hold particular sections. Asform. So, for example, our jail solidarity enormous odds, an actionthat has chan
well, some groups were ‘flying groups’ - strategy involved staying in jail where the global political landscape and ra
free to move to wherever they were mostve could use the pressure of our numbersalised a new generation. And second
needed. All of this was coordinated atto protect individuals from being singled because the true story of how this act
Spokescouncil meetings, where Affinity out for heavier charges or more brutalvas organised provides a powerful ma
Groups each sent a representative whisgeatment. But no one was pressured tel that activists can learn from. Seat
was empowered to speak for the groupstay in jail, or made to feel guilty for was only a beginning. We have before
bailing out before the others. We recog+the task of building a global movement
In practice, this form of organisation nised that each person has their owverthrow corporate control and creat
meant that groups could move and reacdteeds and life situation, and that whahew economy based on fairness and j
with great flexibility during the block- wasimportantwas to have taken action aice, on a sound ecology and a heal
ade. If a call went out for more people awhatever level we each could. Had weenvironment, one that protects hum
acertain location, an affinity group couldpressured people to stay in jail, manyrights and serves freedom. We have m
assess the numbers holding the line whenould have resisted and felt resentfukcampaigns ahead of us, and we desg
they were and choose whether or not té@nd misused. Because we didn’t, beto learn the true lessons of our succes
move. When faced with tear gas, peppe¢ause people feltempowered, not manip-
spray, rubber bullets and horses, groupslated, the vast majority decided forthem-This letter available online at: http:
and individuals could assess their owrselves to remain in, and many peoplevww.reclaiming.org/starhawk/wto.htr]
ability to withstand the brutality. As a pushedthemselves far beyond the boundPlease feel free to forward this and p

result, blockade lines held in the face ofaries of what they had expected to do. it or reprint it. You don’t need to ask m
incredible police violence. When one permission although I'd be happy to kna
group of people was finally swept awayVision and Spirit: where itends up. I'd appreciateitifyou

by gas and clubs, another would move irf he action included art, dance, celebrainclude a link to the Reclaiming websit
to take their place. Yet there was alsdion, song, ritual and magic. It was morewhere my personal website can also
room for those of us in the middle-agedthan a protest; it was an uprising of &ound: http:// www.reclaiming.org
bad lungs/bad backs affinity group toVision oftrue abundance, a celebration oktarhawk . Please also include also
hold lines in areas that were relativelylife and creativity and connection, thatfollowing note.)

peaceful, to interact and dialogue withremained joyful in the face of brutality

the delegates we turned back, and t@nd broughtalive the creative forces thatrhe Direct Action Network needs your

support the labour march that brough€an truly counter those of injustice andhelp to cover expenses and legal f¢
tens of thousands through the area aontrol. Many people broughtthe strengthwhich are still mounting up. Any dond
midday. No centralised leader could haveédf their personal spiritual practice to thetions will be appreciated. Please sh
coordinated the scene in the midst of th@ction. | saw Buddhists turn away angryyour support! Checks can be made
chaos, and none was needed — the oflelegates with loving kindness. WecCascadia Art and Revolution and sent
ganic, autonomous organisation we hadVitches led rituals before the action andbAN at Direct Action Network, PO Bo
proved far more powerful and effective.in jail, and called on the elements ofg5113, Seattle, WA 98145.

No authoritarian figure could have com-nature to sustain us. | was given Reiki Thanks and blessings
pelled people to hold a blockade linewhen sick and we celebrated Hanukah Starhawk
while being tear gassed - but empoweretith no candles, but only the blessings NvT
people free to make their own decisiongnd the story of the struggle for religious

did choose to do that. freedom. We found the spirit to sing in
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Resources for Radicals

The second edition oResources for
Radicals an annotated bibliography of
print resources for those involved in
movements for social transformation, was
formally released at a recent Homes Not
Bombs gathering that took place in
Toronto.

Resources for Radicals written and

compiled by Brian Burch, a Toronto based

writer with a history of activism going

back to the time of the Vietham War. His

work has appeared in over 100

publications and anthologies in Canada,

the United States, England and Australia.

He is a member of the National Writers

Union (UAW Local 1981) and I.U. 670

of the Industrial Workers of the World.

His other books include For Christ and

Kropotkin, Still Under the Thumb and 416-651-5800. Email: tasc@web.netWhat was said about the first edition

Next Exit. The price (including postage andResources for Radicals?
handling)is: $11.00 Canada, $12.00 U.S “activist groups will find a number o

Like the first edition,Resources for $14.00 Rest of the World. vital resources here and groups in tl

information that arose from workshopsResources for Radicalss revised many Canadian titles that have go
in nonviolence conducted by Torontofrequently, with a new edition every two Unnoticed.”Factsheet Five.

Action for Social Change. Participantsyears. Books and magazines focusing oh An inexpensive, essential compilatic
were seeking a list of resources that thefeminism, union organising, popular of crucial information. A Must Have.
could read for more in depth information,culture, sexual freedom, humanism,E'fjos . o
inspiration, ideas and analysis than couldnarchism, radical Christianity, strikes,” ‘O1'€ Cléar selection criterion is a

be shared in the space of a workshop. demonstrations, ecology, nonviolence}’ivr?dr';‘tﬁgvtl?;.nrggxﬂle%ﬁé&gfgovr\:lkljgi

o _ _ socialism, co-operatives, aboriginalis collection. Butyouwill find practica
Periodicals as diverse dsarth First! rights, pacifism, urban renewal, urbangg \ell as theoretical, material. You wi

Journal, The Catholic Worker agriculture, revolutionary theory, black glso find a lot of religious publications
Highgrader, FreedomFriends Journal  history, community shared agriculture,more than perhaps many humanists v
Natural Life The New Socialist and pro-choice, anti-imperialism, appreciate. My final comment is one
Shelterforcare included in this annotated communism, penal abolition, multi-faith caution: don’t read this at one sitting
bibliography. Books from authors asdialogue, conflict  resolution, you'llstop highlighting titles somewher
varied as Dorothy Day, Emma Goldman ploughshares efforts, alternative dancé? the G's and therefore miss a lot
Petra Kelly, Peter Kropotkin, Brian and theatre forms, critical mass,dréatstuffwrittenbypeopleinthe secg
Martin, Thomas Merton, Sheila paganism,publictransportation,monke}}1 B o
Rowbotham and William Kilbourne form wrenching, socialism, community * “The publication is a most welcom

. . . .7 addition to the area of social change,
the core oResources for Radicals organising, community economic subject that generally lacks in referen

_ _ development, gender diversity, squatting,yorks. . it is highly recommended f
A wide range of topics are touched onseamless pro-life, alternative media, antipyplic and academic libraries, an

from meeting facilitation to community facism, anti-racism, animal Iiberation,strong|y recommended for individua

gardening to civil disobedience to unionintentional communities, disAbilities involved with social change.

organising. Work coming from such activism, civilian based defense, co-Counterpoise

struggles as the feminist, animal rightspperatives and other expressions of “its a very good compilation of book

ecology and the peace movement aboundadical nonviolent dissent are welcomeand periodicals related to the moi
and should be sent to: 20 Spruce Stenlightened side of society.The

Resources for Radicais available from Toronto, Ontario (Canada) M5A 2H7. Advocate

Toronto Action for Social Change, P.O. Brian Burch
Box 73620, 509 St. Clair Ave. West, Especially welcome are handbooks, burch@tao.c3
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6C 1CO0. Phguides for trainers and directories. NVT

Radicalsgrew out of requests for further U.S. will particularly benefit from the

alf of the alphabet!'Humanistin Canada

n

vill
of

e
of
nd

e

a
ce
or
d
Is

[oB%

Nonviolence Today #64 September 1999-April 2000 PO Box 5292, West End QLD 4101, Australia



15

Seeking Peace: Notes and

Conversations Along the Way

By Johann Christoph Arnold
Prefaced by Tich Nhat Hanh
Forword by Madeleine L’Engle

I have read and appreciated the lastissue is not for the spineless or self-ab-It cannot be merely a question of finding
of NvT and would like to draw the read- sorbed, or for those content with a quietfulfilment, achieving closure, or, as Aris-
ership’s attention to a book that has meariife. Peace demands that we live honestljotle put it, actualising our human poten-
a lot to me in my search for peace. Nonbefore God, before others, and in thetial. No! To seek peace means to seek
violence is much more than not fightinglight of our own conscience. It does notharmony with ourselves, with others, and

in a war. come without the burden of duty, for itwith God.
demands deeds of love.
This book delves deeper. Here is an ex- To obtain a copy of this book
cerpt from the book itself: Peace is a relentless pursuit kept up onlyphone: (02) 6723 2213
Peace has nothing to do with passivity owith hope and courage, vision and com-E-mail: dantho@northnet.com.au
resignation. mitment. Thus the search for it cannot be Rosanna Barth
a selfish one.

Pacifism as Pathology: Reflections
on the Role of Armed Struggle in

North America

by Ward Churchill (Winnipeg, Manitoba: Arbeiter Ring
Publishing, 1998)

In Pacifism as Patholog\Native Amer-
ican activist and writer Ward Churchill
offers a provocative if somewhat con-
fused critique of pacifism.

He shows a clear understanding of the

radical nature of pacifism when he says

that“the emotional content of the princi-

ple of nonviolence is tantamount to a gut-

level rejection of much, or even all, that

the present social order stands for - an

intrinsically revolutionary perspective.”

He sees that pacifism combines a refusal

to attack others even in self-defense with

a willingness to endure “physical pun-pretense the author also attimes dismis®r. He lists a variety of behaviors that
ishment in pursuit of social justice” (p. €s pacifism in general. sometimes pass, as he says;,'foefig-
46). He admire%eal pacifists” who run uring the revolution”- from changed
real risks, but he thinks that in the U.S.Churchill heaps scorn on those for whorrgender roles to vegetarianism (pp. 63-
they“represent the exception rather than nonviolence is primarily a matter of life- 64). I'mleft wondering whether he thinks
the rule” (p. 48). In denouncing pacifist style rather than of confronting state pow-addressing state power should be accom-
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panied by efforts at cultural transforma-publicized physical intervention of allies ance of Jews during the Holocaugp.
tion. How, for instance, does he asseskom outside they would be gunned downl07, n. 26). Passivity and inertia are not
anti-alcohol campaigns on Native Amer-by the state police. In the end the Mexiforms of nonviolent resistance. (On the
ican reservations? And what about teacheanos kept the land and now use it as maonviolent resistance to the Nazis by
ing conflict resolution skills to children, cultural center. In this case armed andgome Jews, see Yehuda Bauer’s article in
or enabling prisoners to gain self-acceptnon-armed activists, who had no previ-Protest, Power, and Change [1997], ed.
ance and empowerment via the Alternaeus contact, agreed on the immediat&oger S. Powers and William B. Vogele,

tives to Violence Project? goal and communicated well all alongpp. 276-277.)

the way, in the process gaining mutual
Churchill thinks that in the U.S. militant education and bonds of affection. A third error is Churchill’'s contention
nonviolence is too often displaced'tay that nonviolent efforts succeed only in-

sort of ‘politics of the comfort zone,’ ... Though some of Churchill’s criticisms sofar as they are buttressed by violence.
devoid of perceived risk to its advocateshave validity - especially his warning Thus, he maintains that any gains of
[and] minus any conceivable revolution- about'politics of the comfort zone*in ~ Gandhi’s nonviolent campaign against
ary impetus as well(p. 49). He berates the opening sections of his book he unBritish rule in India were‘contingent
Ehose who plan m|n.|malyl,y disruptive gercuts this validity by constructing his upon others physically gutting their op-
symbolic demonstrations” and developcritique on a foundation of misunder- ponents for themtp. 42), with the cam-
cozy relations with the police wh|.le work- standing and error. Here | cite the fourpaign“salvaged only by the existence of
ing “to prevent others from going fur- most significant such errors. violent peripheral processesguch as
ther” (p. 56). He believes some U.S. Britain’s engagement in two world wars
nonviolent activists do their utmost to chyrchill's first significant error occurs in quick succession (p. 41). He even
prevent the repressive prqctlces of then his opening paragraph when he says dgttributes this latter view to Gandhi him-
U.S. government from coming down onpacifism that‘always, it promises that self (p. 109, n. 38), referring as documen-
themselves. Creating “solidarity” with the harsh realities of state power can bdation not to specific words of Gandhi but
armed groups resisting FJ-S; oppressioranscended via good feelings and purityto a whole volume of his writings, the
abroad, for instance, as in Vietnam or Ebf purpose rather than by self-defenseanthology All Men Are Brothers (1958).
Salvador, helps ensure that the bloodletand resort to combat{p. 30). In truth, |n re-reading this book | found nothing
ting will be done by others far away. Hepacifism promises no such thing. Thosehat resembles what Churchill says. One
imagines a time when inhabitants of thevho practice nonviolence know that thecould just as well claim that Britain was
“comfort zone” will repeat this approach harsh realities of state power can be trarnsg demoralized and weakened in the face
within the U.S., resulting in nonwhites scended only if combated by an alternatef nonviolent resistance from its most-
taking up arms and experiencing theform of power, such as the power of theprized colony that it was ill-equipped to
bloodshed while nonviolentwhites watchmassive nonviolent resistance thaiyage successful armed conflict else-
and await the outcome, ready to identifybrought down the Marcos regime in thewhere.
with either victor (see pp. 61-63, 70-76).Philippines in 1986 or breached the Ber-
lin Wall in 1989 or is practiced today in A fourth significant error is Churchill’s
Forthis and other reasons, Churchillholdshe democracy campaign led by Aungclaim that the Civil Rights movement led
little hope for cooperation between non-San Suu Kyi in Burma or non-armedpy Martin Luther King, Jr. attracted
violent activists and their armed counter+esistance to Indonesian occupation ofonsiderable celebrity, but precious lit-
parts. Yet he himself wonders whetherEast Timor. Such acts of nonviolencetle in the way of tangible political gains
Black Panther leaders killed by police ininvolve great risk and cost lives. prior to the emergence of a trend signal-
Chicago in December 1969 could have ed in 1967 by the redesignation of the
been saved had nonviolent activists inin a second significant error Churchill Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
terposed their bodies between the Parconfuses passivity with pacifism, on themMittee (SNCC; more or less the campus
thers and the police, as members of Witbasis of which he says that the slaughtef™ Of King’s Civil Rights Movement) as
- e Student National Coordinating Com-
ness for Peace later got between the Sandf the Jews in the Holocaust represents @ .- =~ =, )
o o ) . o . mittee” (p. 42). This would be an aston-
inistas and the Contras in Nicaragua (pp-catastrophic failure” of nonviolent re- ., . . .
I . L ; ishing revelation to any who experienced
59-60). This is what nonviolent activists sistance (p. 41). To what extent Europe; : : D
. . . how sustained nonviolent action in the
from the Rocky Mountain Peace andan Jews employed nonviolent reS|stanc<F :

. ; L . . X ce of great danger enabled a disem-
Justice Center in Boulder actually did inagainst the Nazi onslaught is a contested X

. . -~ powered people to bring an end to a
1988-89 when they supported armegoint. But the quotations from Jewish ; )

X . . . cruelly demeaning system of legalized
Mexicanos who occupied a plot of landscholars Churchill uses as evidence -.~ 7 ~~ .
- : : . : ; : B discrimination well before 1967. Pas-
in Tierra Amarillo, New Mexico. The LucyDawidowicz sayingthatitwas “pas- A

) .~ sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
land had been stolen from them and thegivity” (p. 106) and Bruno Bettelheim . :
N . . the Voting Rights Act of 1965 forever
were reclaiming it. Members of the Peacdhat it was “inertia” (p. 36) that led to e
. : . ended the apartheid-like patterns of the
and Justice Center were convinced of thenost Jewish deaths at the hands of th :
. : : . . . .S. South. Both were achieved by non-
rightness of the Mexicano cause as welNazis - do not prove his point. He himself

as of the likelihood that without well- refers td'the passivity of the preponder- v!olent means prior to.the highly publ|_-
cized rejection of nonviolence by certain
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advocates of “black power” in the late Americas in general, he overlooks theChurchill says the revolution we requife
1960's - defections that resulted not inLatin American cases of nonviolent ac-must be violent. The past two centuries
more social gains but in a splintering of @ion documented in Relentless Persisthave seen numerous revolutions and|at-
once effective movement. ence (1991), edited by Philip McManustempted revolutions waged by violept
and Gerald Schlabach. If he refers only taneans.
Churchill’'s several errors provide thethe U.S., he slights examples of non-
basis for a faulty conclusiofithe essen- white nonviolent action, including the To date not a single one has producedjthe
tial contradiction inherent to pacifist majorrecent movements led by King anchonviolent and cooperative society
praxis is that, for survival itself, any by Cesar Chavez but also many currenChurchill says he wants. The historigal
nonviolent confrontation of state powerynsung activities happening all acrossecord - whether we look at France [in
must ultimately depend either on the statghe country. His real intent seems to be td 789, Russia in 1917, China in 1949,
refraining from unleashing some real g,qqest that nonviolence is the methocuba in 1960, Nicaragua in 1979, etd. -
measure of its potential violence, or theonly of privileged whites, an approachshows that once violence is set in motion

active presence of some counterbalanc- . ; I . )
ing violence of precisely the sort paci_that distorts truth to play on white guilt. it isn’t easily stopped. The revolution,

fism professes to reject as a political like Saturn, devours its own children.

option” (p. 44). The only possible out- Churchill says his ultimate goal is “a
come for those who choose paciﬁstnonviolent and cooperative world” (p. My final response to Churchill is to poi

means, thus, is either ineffectiveness 0#03), and that getting there requires aut that there is a pathology, an ancient
suicide (p.45). revolution. For this, pacifism gets in theone, the pathology of violence. In ad-

way, becauséin order to be effective vanced capitalist societies we all imbibe
This conclusion doesn’t stand in the facednd ultimately successful, any revolu-a disease of competition and dominangce,
of the evidence not only from the U.S. ortionary movement within advanced capin which some win, some lose, and vio-
India. Nonviolent action overthrew the t2listnationsmust practice both armed |ence is normality - violence against self,
Philippine government in 1986; broughtS€1-defense and military offense (p. 91).against others, against nature. In such a
down the governments of East Germany " Sum. the revolution will be violent, 10 setting the only real revolution s to reject
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Poland irf large degree. violence and to cultivate alternatives. As
1989; led to the secession of Latvia . King said at the end of Stride toward
Lithuania, and Estonia from the USSR inT© help cure pacifist pathology Church-Freedom (1957)Today the choiceisn
1990: and ended Communist rule in thd! Prescribes hands-on training in the us@onger between violence and nonviolenge.
Soviet Union in 1991. Among other ex- of weapons, such as as_sault rifles, sttis either nonviolence or nonexistence.”
amples are the recent mainly-femal those who want change will be ablefrt_ee—The rgmedy for people steeped i_n vio-
Chipko (tree-huggers) movement to end?, 10 ¢hoose whether to wage conflictience is to throw off the fever. This ef-
ecological ruin in a mountainous area oiw't?1 guns or without them. This propos-tans personal as well as social transfpr-
North India, and the successful effort ofal’ In My View, ShOl.JId be adop.ted onlyinmation, on every level - physical, spirit-
the indigenous Maori to resist Europeaﬁ"‘ setting where mmdfulngss is nurturedyal, mental but also political, economic,
(say, in the manner of Thich Nhat Hanh)cultural. The task is to create a world
and where the relation between ends angithout dominance, in which every pefr-
means is explored thoroughly and deepson, every group participates fully |n
Churchill says thathe American nonvi- ly. “The means,"Gandhi said;may be  decisions on matters affecting their earth-
olent movement which has labored s ikened to a seed, the end to a tree; andy fate. This is the revolution of pacifism,
long and so hard to isolate all divergent here is just the same inviolable conneca revolution that must be chosen and
oppositional tendencies, is in the enoi'r?n b?t\t’)"et‘\?; theﬂr]neansdan%ttrr]]e te”d &ultivated, because it cannot be imposgd.
isolating itself, becoming ever more de-1c'€ IS between Ihe seed and INe Tee. .me gjternative is annihilation.
mographically white, middle-class, and Vereap exactly aswe so@Hlind Swaraj, LeRoy Moore,
‘respectable™ (p. 64). What he means chap. 16). Ph.D. Rocky Mountain Peace and
by “American” is confusing, since one o _ Justice Cente
wouldn’t expect him to adopt the jingo- What_seems Iack_mg in this volume is the NVT
istic convention of using this term excly- Sustained reflection on the role of armed

sively for the U.S.A. If he means the Struggle promised in the book’s subtitle.

colonization in New Zealand in the 19th-
century.
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The Recurrent Vision and the
Peace Brigade Movement

For as long as there have been wars there
have also been plans to stop them. There
have been saints who have preached non-
violence, leading political figures and
academics who have advocated various
grandiose plans to achieve world peace
through alliances, world government or
international armies, and people who have
put their lives on the line, by physically
placing their bodies between disputing
parties to try to end conflicts, or by taking
risks in order to try to end oppression.
And while bloody conflicts and injustice
exists, evenin far away places, there will
always be people of good will who will
cross borders, often at great personal
risk, tointervene as peacekeepers, peace-
makers or peacebuilders.

And now the world is watching. Innu-
merable wars and armed conflicts rage or
simmer in different countries or neigh-
bourhoods around the planet, viewable
from television sets or doorsteps dependtical experience, of lessons learned, theskeeen heard regularly throughout this cen-
ing on one’s location. Humanitarian aidpeople’s actions are not as well knowrtury. Pacifists who believed in stopping
agencies supported by churches housghey are underfunded and can send fewonflicts and protecting victims could
war-weary people fleeing men with guns.volunteers to the field, leaving them in-hardly have done otherwise but call for
Governments try to intervene in armeadvisible to global media. This means thatsuch a force if they wished to maintain
conflicts by sending men with guns, somethe lessons gained have never been dravaonsistency. But there were practical rea-
times under United Nations auspices, tdogether and subjected to sustained scrsons also. Charles Walker, the American
“help”. At times soldiers in these newtiny, which means that inadequateQuakeradvocate of aWorld Peace Guard,
roles have complained that they feel huprogress has been made in fulfilling thesuggests that the military may not be the
miliated because they are prohibited fronpotential inherent in these interventionsbest instrument for securing peace. He
responding in line with their traditional To remedy this failing, the first step is tocriticises the proposals of some military
training. As soldiers and global strategiccollect the stories of nonviolent cross-veterans of UN missions who have been
thinkers show little ability to creatively borderintervention in one place for scru-pushing the concept of a military agency
transform their conflict intervention tiny. My co-editor, Yeshua Moser-Puang-which includes peacemaking (conflict
methods, there are calls for the developsuwan, and | thought that it was time thatesolution) and peacebuilding (socio-eco-
ment of a nonviolent alternative. these interventions were looked at serinomic development and reconstruction)
ously and for the last few years have beefunctions. A peace force which has been
A long and rich history of nonviolent engaged in a project to chronicle andengaged in military operations will find
cross border interventions, that is nonanalyse these attempts. The book wher difficult to talk to the party it has been
governmental efforts at sending peaceve have attempted to do thionviolent shooting at. If violence is used, then a
missions, known as Peace Brigadesintervention Across Borders: A Recur-peacekeeping force may, in critical situ-
Peace Teams or Peace Armies, alreadgnt Vision presents a new and compre-ations, “become a paramilitary force with
exists. These ad hoc citizens’ efforts havéaensive typology, written by Robert Bur- aspects of an occupying army” in which
been sentout since the time of the Leagumwes, providing a framework within case community relations programs, even
of Nations and in total there have beemwhich to examine these interventions. those attempted by dedicated officers,
more such citizens’ missions than UN cannot hope to overcome or mitigate the
Peacekeeping missions. Although thisAs noted above, the voices for a comcommunity’s hostility. Perhaps, as Walk-
history constitutes a rich source of pracpletely unarmed peacekeeping force haver notes, it is an inevitable consequence
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that ‘the effect of a military force will be sometimes referred to as “White Berets”“peace zones” in conflict-ridden inner
estimated in military terms”And final-  Further, partisan efforts (that is thosecity areas. She gives the Sisters of Loret-
ly, following a survey of peacekeepingaiming to bring about change by identi-to Project in Denver, Colorado as an
possibilities, he concludes tHgteace- fying themselves with the oppressedexample. Other examples include the
keeping missions by military forces arehave become accepted as quite normadllennonite's peace monitors at Wounded
likely to serve primarily the interests of over the past few decades. Knee, the actions of the Christian Peace-
the superpowers; and threaten to isolate, maker Team in Washington, and nonvi-
exploit or dominate smaller and weakerIn short, interest in this type of activismolent community safety and peacekeep-
nations, particularly inthe Third World”. has never been higher. United Nationsng actions (at large festivals, rallies and
Walker and other advocates of the unVolunteers have initiated a new peacemarches) by the Melbourne volunteer
armed alternative see these problems anakers program in Burundi modelled, inorganisation Pt'’chang.
inherent in military forces, especially part, on the work of Peace Brigades In-
those under the control of a supranationaiernational. Nongovernmental groupswWhile Nonviolent Intervention details
authority where the large powers domi-currently sending volunteers to the fieldthe history and activities of citizen-based,
nate and have rights of veto. (often to provide “protective accompani- international, nonviolent crisis interven-
ment” to local peace and social justicetion initiatives, itis hoped that it will also
Current popular dissatisfaction with in- activists or in attempts to bring waring provide lessons for those wishing to act
ternational “peacekeeping” as it is nowparties together) include Witness fornearer home.
practised through the United Nations,Peace, Christian Peacemaker Teams,
and “peace enforcement” in the NATOSIPAZ, Project Accompaniment, the Numerous cases of spontaneous interpo-
mould, is leading to an upsurge of inter-Balkan Peace Team and Peace Brigadesition that have interrupted conflicts have
est in nonmilitary peacekeeping. Thelnternational. Combined, they are cur-also been recorded. The most important
governments of Germany, Denmark andently placing and supporting almost 100early account of these examples, of what
Holland have recently stated their intentvolunteers in conflict zones scattereds now commonly referred to as “peo-
to develop a new form of internationalacross a dozen countries. Compared tple’s power”is contained in Gene Keyes’
peacekeeping that does not rely solely othe mid-1980s when there were only twol978 article Peacekeeping by Unarmed
armed troops. These governmental initi-organisations attempting this work, with Buffer Forces” published in Peace and
atives have followed and at times led taa handful of volunteers working in two Change. In that paper Keyes reports on
nongovernmental forums being estabcountries, it is clear that this is an ideaspontaneous interpositions in Algeria in
lished to debate the methodology to behat has taken on a life of it's own. 1962, in Aden in 1967, and in China in
used by such unarmed units. The govern- 1968. Following the French pullout from
ment of Austria has helped in the financ4t is somewhat surprising, therefore, thatAlgeria, a large-scale civil war seemed
ing of a centre for the study of peacethere is currently no single publicationinevitable whenintowns such as Boghari,
keeping with a significant focus on un-which collects into one volume the histo-“A crowd of war-weary men and women
armed intervention. Two multinational ry of past and current actions of “Peace&reated a human barrier between the
conferences took place in 1994 and 1999 eams”, the contingents that have madepposing forces. When the soldiers
involving participants from thirty coun- ordinary citizens players in conflicts in pressed forward, the civilians forced them
tries, and twice as many nongovernmenthe international political arena. Theirto embrace each other and fraternize.”
tal organisations, seeking to establisthistory is generally traced only throughln what was the former federation of
large-scale nongovernmental peacekeerticles appearing in small circulation Southern Arabia, over 2,000 demonstra-

ing contingents. journals, or internal newsletters of thetors, including women, children and the
groups themselves. elderly,"stopped heavy fighting between
One of these conferences, a consultation rival nationalist groups...when they

in Washington, DC, on the concept ofOf course, it should be noted that un-marched through battle-torn streets
peace teams which was funded by tharmed nonviolent interventions do notscreaming for a ceasefireDuring Chi-
United States Institute for Peace, wasnerely take place in the internationalna’s Cultural Revolution a mini-war
attended by participants from more thararena or in an organised way. Whereerupted between two Maoist student fac-
twenty countries with experience or in-many of our cities resemble urban warttions at Tsinghua University in Peking.
terest in nongovernmental and governzones there is much to be said for actingeventually, a contingent of workers, some
mental peacekeeping. Several Europealocally. Elise Boulding has talked of a 60,000 strong, entered the university
states (notably Germany, Denmark, Aus“Peace Team” (being a “multi-ethnic/ shouting the slogan “use reason not vio-
tria and Sweden) are considering or haveacial, multicultural group of persons lence, use reason not violence, lay down
decided to devote a portion of their de-under secular or religious nongovern-your weapons and form a big alliance”.
fence budget to examining the unarmednental sponsorship, national or interna-The workers stood their ground in the
option. Denmark, the Society of Friendstional in character, who have undergondace of extreme provocation and vio-
(Quakers), and groups devoted to UNspecific nonviolence training in conflict lence and their action eventually lead to
reform are outlining an unarmed optionareas in their home countries”) creatingan alliance of the fighting factions. More
to operate under the auspices of the UNsocial and physical “safe spaces” omecently, in the Philippines, in Bangkok,
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in Tiananmen Square in Bejing, Moscowhave now been attempted in practice olent solidarity (in the form of the Ca
and in Belgrade the efficacy of spontanethey are also becoming a practical necessodian Dhammayietra peace marches and
ous people’s power has clearly been density. The focus of our work is to provide the lesson-rich Mir Sada action in Bas-
onstrated. detailed examples of nonviolent non-nia), and nonviolent interposition (i
governmental international peace interNicaragua by Witness for Peace an
These actions are inspiring and historivention initiatives undertaken by grass-lraq by the Gulf Peace Team).
cally important, offering insight into the roots activists, and to attempt to distil the Thomas Webe
dynamics of what Keyes callmassive lessons provided by these examples for
nonviolent buffer actions’howeverthey the benefit of those embarking on servic& he book edited by Yeshua Moser-Puang-
do not provide adequate guidance foin peace teams or those attempting tsuwan and Thomas Weber, titiddnvi-
those planning interventions in areasestablish new peace team initiatives. Thelent Intervention Across Borders:
where the activists have little or no rela-interventions discussed iNonviolent RecurrentVisiorhas justbeen published
tionship with the belligerents. Intervention Across Bordersnclude by the Spark M. Matsunaga Institute
mobilization actions (the voyage of thePeace at the University of Hawaii, di
For those who have bothered to look at.usitania Expressdo Timor), nonvio- tributed by the University of Hawaii Press,
the pastitis clear, and now itis becomindent humanitarian assistance (“friendship-and is available for US$20 plus US$6
increasingly obvious even to those whaments” by Pastors for Peace), nonviolenghipping costs. Orders to: University pf
are not specifically interested in the areawitness and accompaniment (by Peacklawaii Press, Order Department, 28-40
that alternatives to the mainstream styldrigades International, Project Accom-Kolowalu St, Honolulu, Hawaii 9682
of peace interventions are not merelypaniment, Christian Peacemaker Teams,888. Phone: 1 808 956 8255, Fax: 1 800
theoretical - there have been many atthe Balkan Peace Team, and Cry fo650 7811, Website: http:\\www2.hawali.
tempts to think through a nonviolent ap-Justice), nonviolent intercession (by theedu/uhpress. NVT
proach and many examples of this visioranti-bomb Sahara Protest Team), nonvi-

Building Nonviolent
Economic Systems

Report on a workshop held during the
Victorian nonviolence gathering, 3-5
March, 2000.

On the third day of the Victorian nonvi-
olence gathering, twelve or so groovy
people met to consider the question:
“How can we work towards creating
nonviolent economic systemsiXacili-
tated the workshop, motivated by a de-
sire to share some of my thinking in this
area and to hear others’ ideas.

After noting the major impact that eco-

nomic systems have on our world and our

daily lives, we threw around ideas about

how we could tell whether an economic

system was ‘good’ or ‘healthy’. The cri-

teria we came up with for a good eco-

nomic system included:

+ everyone benefits; resources are sharedtrue accounting for environmental/so-nomic systems are those tHateet the

equally cial costs of economy; true pricing of present and future needs of the whole
* sustainable products earth community™ a definition that in-

- we're in charge of the system (not vicee local / bioregional focus cludes the needs of non-human species
versa) « the system is a means, not an end. as well as human beings. | suggested that

« accumulation and greed are difficult | summarised by saying that good ecothese were also ‘nonviolent’ economic
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systems, since nonviolence is centrallyto feel depressed from viewing this jig-tures and non-exploitative social rela-
concerned with meeting physical andsaw puzzle of corporate power and hutions; cooperation not competition; and
emotional needs. man suffering. We went on to look at thediversity at all levels. We noted biore-

more hopeful picture of the many alter-gionalism as a framework that could gn-
We then turned our attention to the domnatives that exist alongside or within thecompass the above.
inant economic system that has evolvedlominant economic system. Our list of

in Western Europe and North Americaalternatives included: Then the key question: it's a nice vision,
over the last few centuries, and that i3 cooperatives (eg. Mondragon in Spain)put how do we get there? We discussed
increasingly being applied on a globalfood coops the importance of a “bottom(s)-up” ap-

scale today. We pooled our knowledge te LETS systems; LETS without currencyproach - involving sitting around and
compile the following list of the effects (=community exchange); barter systemsgowning cold beers on a mass scale -|but

of this dominant economic system: swapping labour and goods decided that possibly something mare
«inequality; 25% of the world population « surplus economies - planning for com-strategically focused might be useful| |

use 75% of the resources; 1% own 90%nunity needs suggested a nonviolent strategy invo|v-

of the capital e permaculture; community supporteding three prongs:

* mass starvation agriculture schemes; WWOOFing  encouraging and supporting alternative
*wage slavery; child labour; diminishing « mutual aid personal economic choices

workers' rights * community collectives (not for profit; « creating and consolidating alternative

» material poverty, including in the “first internal) economic structures

world” (eg. U.S.); time poverty « skill sharing * resisting the expansion of the dominant
» war - funded by economic system, ana heroic individual acts of resistance (egeconomic system.

stimulates growth posties not delivering junk mail)

« corporate power; information control- « Grameen bank; credit coops; friendlyThere are many ways of tackling each of
led by elite societies; home equity loans (1% interthese three aims; work around these is
* gross ecological breakdown (eg. Easest) already happening. The times they are a-
Timor, elsewherein Asia); rainforestloss;e ethical investment agencies changin’! | also suggested that since the
soil « intentional economic communities  dominant economic system is closely

* mass denial of earth’s limitations « voluntary simplicity; stop spending. linked with other systemic parts of soc
« efforts to repair damage can cause moréhere were many more alternatives thaety, in creating nonviolent economic sys-
damage we didn’t have time to discuss. | suggestiems it is also necessary to change other
We acknowledged that capitalism doesd that these types of economic choicesxploitative aspects of our society - ie.
meet some needs of some people, somand structures were part of a patchworkevolutionary change is needed.
of the time; and that there are somehat would form nonviolent economic

people within the present economic syssystems. | also proposed that these ec®e finished on a high, acknowledging
tem who are neither in material nor timenomic systems could be guided by terthat despite the power of the dominant
poverty. However, on the whole we con-principles: steady-state rather thaneconomic system, itis also vulnerable|to
cluded that the dominant economic sysgrowth-oriented; limitation (not multi- change. I left the workshop with a sense
tem generates poverty, inequality, ecoplication) of wants; production oriented of optimism about the possibility qf
logical collapse and alienation. We de-primarily to needs, not wants; relatively changing the course of our economic
cided that it does not meet our criteria forsmall-scale; organised primarily on a lo-system. | was also reminded of the im-
a good economic system, describeaal basis, to meet local rather than interportance of looking after ourselves as e

above. national/national needs; self-reliancego about creating the world we want.
rather than dependence; cash economy Mark Cerin
By this time, many of us were beginningplays a minor role; non-hierarchical struc- NVT

]
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PBIl East Timor Project

Why East Timor?

East Timor occupies the eastern half of
the island of Timor, which lies between

Indonesia and Australia (approximately
300 miles north of Darwin).

Since its occupation by Indonesiain 1975,
East Timor has suffered from extreme
violence which has left nearly a third of
its population dead.

With the downfall of the Suharto regime

and the collapse of the South East Asian

economies in mid 1998, civil organisa-

tions in East Timor were able to begin to

operate openly for the first time, though

still facing considerable threats. Under

considerable international pressure, the

Indonesian government announced that

they would allow East Timorese to vote

in a UN monitored consultation on the

political status of the territory. Tensionsforced to leave. The objectives of the East Timor P
remained high, particularly between the project are to:

majority of East Timorese who were PBI has responded to requests for a long-Help maintain a peaceful space for ci
known to support independence fromterm presence in the region by establishsociety to operate and grow;
Indonesia, and militias formed by theing an advance team of three people wheFoster social and political dialogue a
Indonesian military in an attempt to holdcompleted training and preparation inreconciliation;

onto East Timor by any means necesbarwin, before travelling to Bali and « Model nonviolence and to promo
sary. Jakarta. They made connections with aonviolent resolution of conflicts;

ation for East Timor Observer Projectble them to provide effective protective

which monitored the referendum. Onaccompaniment. The advance team theBast Timor is mountainous and cultur
August 30, East Timorese voted overdravelled to West Timor where it is now ly diverse. There are twelve main indi
whelmingly in favour of independence. operating in support of East Timoreseenous language groups in East Tim
However, as was feared by many, theefugees who continue to face harassfetun is the main East Timorese |3
announcement of the results led to thenent. The team will be strengthened irguage with Portuguese spoken amc

and militias. Thousands of people ardn January and February. among the young.
reported to have been killed and about
400,000-500,000 were forced to leavéNhat are the aims of the project? PBI East Timor Project

their homes. Those that couldn't flee toThe East Timor Project of Peace Bri-PO Box 7268

the mountains were forced into ‘refugee’gades International (PBI) is establishing \Wwanganui

camps controlled by the militias in Westupon the written request of East Timor-Aotearoa-New Zealand

Timor or to other Indonesian provinces.ese human rights groups, a permanergmail: pbiet@clear.net.nz
presence of international volunteers inTel; 64 6 345 0634

It is clear that considerable internationalthe region. We are committed to nonvio-

attention needs to continue to be focuset&énce and non-partisanship, engaging inJSA Contact

on East Timor in order to assist the Eastlialogue and listening to all parties to 86354 Ridge Rd

Timorese in rebuilding their society fol- conflict. We do not take sides in a con-Prattsburgh

lowing the decades of violence and reflict or propose solutions. We recogniseNY 14873-9444 USA

pression, and to prevent such violencéhat, for just resolution, the parties in-Email: wromeril@aol.com

continuing either in East Timor itself or volved must determine the solutionthem- NVT

wide range of local groups and individu-« Empower civil society in all of the
Two Peace Brigades International (PBl)als and members of the international comabove activities, so as to reduce and even-
members joined the International Federmunity, an essential prerequisite to enatually end the need for a PBI presenge.
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ravaging of East Timor by the military this work when joined by others training older generations and Bahasa Indongsia

against East Timorese who have beegelves.
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Heart Politics Conference

Dear NvT,

| can hardly believe that it's been alm
a whole year since the last Heart Polit
conference at Camp Drewe, and that
other conference on the North Coas
soon to take place. Life seems to
zooming along - to where, or why, I’
not sure; | just know that its all happeni
at an extraordinary rate.

When we met last September, our sn|
group took on the long-term task of g

couraging greater Aboriginal presence

the next conference.

This intention was later conveyed in wr
ing to the Interhelp group (who conve
the Heart Politics gatherings) to be s
that any actions we might take were|
accord with their past/present effo
along these lines. Since then, there
not been any specifactiontaken by ou
small group - | think everyone agreed t
is largely a word-of-mouth process, ta
ing to who you know, in your area, et

If you are still interested in actively e
couraging Aboriginal participation i
Heart Politics this year, or know of an
one coming/considering coming, you ¢
contact Stu by email: stuart@nor.com
or by phone, (02)6688-6392.
Margaret Louise
NvT

www.PeaceChannel.com

Dear NvT,

DStA pioneering internet magazine wi
icdaunched from the South Pacific to co
ancide with the new millenniunT.he Peacs
[ jChannelwentonline on New Year's Ev
hdrom Auckland, New Zealand, one of |
m
ngnew millennium.

Peace Channel creator, Auckland U
Wersity of Technology (AUT) lecture
-Jeremy Traylen, says the magazine
ahibout the people of tomorrotit's about

Nd
n

n}

world that they really want to create
-Mr Traylen says.

& he magazine is being sponsored by A
inas part of its support for the UN Intern
rt

it

>

ae celebrate officially becoming a un
versity on January 1 - a world first for t
new millennium.
The premiere issue of the magazine
cludes a special presentation, called Pe
Miracles, on breakthroughs in the qu
forworld peace from the period 1977-9
- (www.peacemiracles.com) Thereis a
ren online survey for visitors to share th

manity in the new millennium.

Mr Traylen says The Peace Channel a

to putthe modern technology of the int
net to positive use.

“We live in a world where there are a |
of problems but there are also solutig

The Pt'chang Report

Dear NvT,

Pt'chang, the Melbourne-based nonvi

lent community safety and peacekeep
group has just released it's third ann
report. Covering a range of innovati

peacekeeping and safety projects o

the last year, this fifty-five page repo

highlights Pt'’chang’s role in helping t
create safety at events, festivals and ifmportant part of our accountability
urban communities. The report coverghe communities in which we work. |
the Community Listening Project, theteresting reading and a resource for

ConFest Safety Project, Pt'chang at

Jabiluka blockade camp and at Earthof nonviolently and effectively creating age ($10 total) by writing to: PO Box §
core, Australia’s largest outdoor technosafety at events or on a community levelBrunswick Victoria Australia 3056 0

and we are beginning to take positi
steps towards implementing those sg
tions,” he says.
0“People need to know that there is ho
@nd that a world without poverty an
Lalvithout war is not some kind of fa|
€
v

t

er

D

first cities in the world to celebrate th

the world that they are inheriting and th

stional Year for the Culture of Peace 4

uhoughts on the challenges facing h

Vanunu: 13 Years in Prison

Dear NvT,
sWhistle-blower Mordechai Vanunu, has
-spent thirteen years in prison, eleven and
a half years in solitary confinement, for
just telling the truth. Amnesty Interna-
etional says that his prison conditions are
e “cruel, inhuman and degrading” and ask
for his immediate release.

2l
.

6
h

n
I

i-Some new winds are blowing in Isragl,
Palestinian prisoners are released as a
ipart of a new peace treaty. It's time that
Mordechai Vanunu will be among these
2 people coming out in freedom.
Write letters and show your concern abput
Vanunu. Addresses are on the website:
Wwww.vanunu.freeserver.co.uk where ypu
1-also find information about Vanunu and
dhe campaign. There are regular vidils
outside the Israeli embassy in London.

v
g
1

al

You can send an email and ask for
nunu’s release to Israel’'s newly elected
nPrime Minister, Ehud Barak: ebarak
and to amuta

i
)

[
ragariiament.gov.il
sehudbaradk.co.il

&

q

O

or o support Mordechai you can also wrjte
ito him in prison. Write not just a fe
uwords, write a letter and tell about your-
self and your life, and if you have a phqgto
to send he will appreciate that. It's a way
N make you more real. Remember that
r-he hasn’t met anyone else than some
relatives for thirteen years! You can send
books, he is for the moment specially
interested in history, but are also intergst-
sd in many other subjects as philosophy,
enature (you may have books at home that
uyou can send instead of buying new ones).
Mordechai will be forty-five years old o
the 13th October, 1999. Address: Mc
edechai Vanunu, Ashkelon priso
Ashkelon, Israel.
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It may take a very long time before yi
get any reply, but he gets your letter
and thats what matters.

bu
5 -

efetched dream.”
Jeremy Traéler

Peace and love
Ann-Britt Sternfeldf]
NvT
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théivists or organisations looking at wa

event. The reportis away for Pt'chang as

a group to compile knowledge and expeThe Pt'chang Report 1998/99 is availa-
rience gained at each project and is ahle from Pt'chang for A$8 plus $2 post-

S

=

+61(0)407 815333.
Anthony Kelly
NvT
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What is NONVIOLENCE TODAY?

Nonviolence Todaig published every two months to helpcomes from cooperation. If we don't like the behav
increase the understanding and use of nonviolence. Wfgpower holders, then we withdraw our cooperatio

pur
N in

publish reports and evaluations of trainings and actiorsfficient numbers and they will be disabled. Nonviojent

with a view to improving the quality of both. It's theactionis atechnique which has existed throughout hi
peoples’ magazine and first hand participant reports aaed occurs in all cultures and has been used by

tory
an

especially welcomeNonviolence Todaglso serves an enormous range of social groups. Nonviolence cgn be

educational role in promoting a theoretical understanditagplied to activities as widely different as persa
of nonviolence as a political philosophy. There is muajrowth and national defence. Violence is not neceg
diversity of opinion of what that is, but the commoror social change and is, in fact, counterproductiv|
ground of agreement is probably that political powegreater freedom, justice and harmony.
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AlthoughNonviolence Todaig on sale in some alterna-by falling out of the magazine by now. You can pay

by

tive bookshops around Australia, subscriptions aret@lephone with Bankcard, Mastercard or Visa. Pione

better form of support. Supporting and Maniacal sulPave on (07) 3366 2660 (10am to 9pm 7days). If
scriptions make it possible for us to send the magazindike the magazine and want it to continue, please:
organizations and people who couldn't otherwise recei@ibscribe to Nonviolence Today today!

it, e.g. organisations in the Third World. Unlessrequested

you

not to, the names and towns of supporting and maniad&inviolence Today is also published electroniclly

subscribers will be published for the time period whictwithout graphics) on the World Wide Web at
applies. The subscription card should have annoyed you  http://ug.net.au/~zzdkeena/NvT/
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If you know someone you think might be interesteq iNonviolence Todagxists to promote
Nonviolence Todayincluding yourself if you are not & (1) nonviolence as a political theory and

subscriber), send us their(your) name and address.] Y¥the study and practice of nonviolent action as a mdthod

will send a free copy and invite them(you) to subscripef social change.
Tick the appropriate option on the subscription card](In
this case you don't even need to use an envelopg)Tteoretical proposals and analyses of actions and

phone. paigns that advance these goals are most welcomq.

Adoptions
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lenceTodaysupporters to pay for a subscription to be geatldress above) or on a floppy disk, which we will ret

may edit articles to maintain a focus on nonviolencg.

cam-
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introduce a much larger number of people to the idealalegible handwriting (if in doubt, please type it). Ple
practice of nonviolence, not to mention the possibility dhform us of the authorship of any items you send an
finding new subscribers. A subscription card is enclopess if they're not for publication.

foryour convenience. Ifyou are a librarian and would lfke

to seek adoption, let us know and we will place ypurhotographs are extremely desirable, preferably
library on a list and make adoption available as sooj elearly captioned on the back; (2) dramatic.
possible. The names of the adopted library and the pgqrson

or persons who adopted it will be published in the mgg&opy deadlines are at the end of January, March,

to a library of their choice. This has the potentiall tbailing that, preferably typed (for scanning), or chr,

se
tell

(1)

May,
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